
Leading Prayer
Belong Toolkit 

Gather. Pray. Give.
Belong seeks to raise up a new generation in the life and mission of the Catholic Church. It 
seeks to realise this missionary renewal through the development of Circles that gather, pray 
and give. Prayer is an essential part each Circle, and is incorporated at the beginning and end 
of each Circle session. 

Opening Prayer
When praying in your Circle, there are usually two explicit opportunities: the opening and the 
closing prayers.

After you gather as a Circle, all come together to pray the opening prayer. Belong have 
provided a simple prayer structure to follow. 

Sign of the Cross

+

God,
I have been created from love,

for a life of love,
lived with a God of love.

Guide me by grace,
through faith,

to a new life and mission.
Amen.

+

Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning

is now, 
and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
Amen.

 
It may be important to teach the Sign of the Cross and the Glory Be to the Circle. This is 
an opportunity to draw Circle participants that are new to the Catholic faith into a deeper 
understanding of our rich prayer tradition.
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Closing Prayer
At the end of each Circle session, all come together to pray the closing prayer. In addition, 
a reflection activity (provided in the leader resources) or other prayer could be substituted 
for the closing prayer provided. The closing prayer simply seeks to focus on key intentions of 
the Circle. This could take the form of ACTS prayer: Adoration (how do they wish to praise 
God?), Confession (are there areas they seek forgiveness and mercy?), Thanksgiving (what do 
they wish to thank God for?) and Supplication (which areas of their life do they specifically 
invite God in to?).

Sign of the Cross

+

Be still.
Reflect.

Pray for your intentions:
     Belong – Family, friends, community

     Believe – Faith, hope, love
     Become – Ministry, mission 

Close:
‘We make these prayers in the name of Jesus’

Amen.

+ 

Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning

is now, 
and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
Amen.


